The body of the new Vortex Turbo has been 
designed to both please the eye and play an integral 
part in its performance. 

The result is a 0.29 Cd drag co-efficient. A 
remarkable figure, that ranks It as the most 
aerodynamic production coupe currently available 
and, no doubt, makes our competitors feel a touch 
green themselves. 


While under the bonnet, a turbo-charged, fuel 


EAREST SUBARU DEALER PHONE: NSW (02) 888 0222; VIC (03) 55 


Uy} 
injected, overhead cam engine makes full use of a! 


0.29 Cd's. 
Of course, speed isn’t the be all and end all. 


ity, 
Front wheel drive, an unusually low centre of gra 


all independent suspension and rack and pinion 

steering make comers fly by with singular ae oad 
‘And, four wheel disc brakes bring it quic 

safely to rest. ges = 
On the inside, the Vortex is quite literally J@ 
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packed full of every performance feature and 
refinement you could wish for. 

There's power windows, power steering, power 
mirrors, sports instrumentation, central locking, a 
multi-adjustable driving position and a 20 watt, 4- 
speaker, AM/FM stereo cassette system. 

The list goes on and on. In fact, about the only 
choices you have to make are between the manual 
and automatic versions of a fuel-injected Vortex or our 


a 


turbo-powered model. 


And now there’s a new Vortex with constant all 
wheel drive, 

As for the prices, let's put it this way: many 
lesser sports coupes cost a lot more. 

May we suggest you put your foot down and 
organise a test drive today. 
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| carrying more holidaymakers 

| from the Fl circus northbound. 
CHRISTIAN DANNER headed to 

Perth for some sailing with 

| yachtie friends (he carries a copy 
of John Bertram’s book “Born to 
Win” with him these days) and 
SATORU NAKAJIMA flew to 
holiday in Sydney and to rejoin 
his wife AKIMI. 
THIERRY BOUTSEN and his wife 
PATRICIA went to Club Med Bali 
with AYRTON SENNA and his 
girlfriend, MARJORIE (although 
Thierry only managed three days, 
due to Benetton testing in Europe), | 
all becoming extremely 
proficient at windsurfing. 
After all that name dropping, 
it’s nice to be able to report that 
World Champion NELSON 
PIQUET spent his holidays at 
Adelaide’s most suburban beach, 


Glenelg . . . although most of his 
time was spent in the air, at the 


GESTONE SO SPECIAL, 
REST PORSCHE 
F THEM ALL. 
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THE SECRET BE 


BERGER’ 


SUCCESS 


MANK PANGALLO 


(where he set pole on the Friday qualify- 
ing session) . . . all I can remember 
about it was that I had to pass a car — 
Tthinkitwasa Tyrrell —and I wenta little 
sideways. I don’t know if I was going 


But he hasn't forgotten his first 


drive in a Formula One car, an ATS, in 
grand prix in Austria. 

t think a car could go that quick 

and how late you would brike. It was 
diffici . but impressive’, he recalls. 
ightened. . . youhaveno 

, to think how dangerous it 

1 fing. to Berger, aggression is 

ity that sets some drivers apart 


from n qualifying and doing an 
exceptionally fast lap. “love qualifying”, 
he admit 


“It’s where you can go 120 
. But you have to have some- 
need to become 

ry short space of 


successful car 


| eee 


| aarlbor; 
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International Formula One 
Personalities attended the “Aussie 
B.B.Q” at the home of Prix 
Editions publisher — Peter Murray 
in Adelaide. 


1. Dave Kennard, Ruth 
Diana Snowden, Nigel 
and Chris Snowden 


arke, 
nowden 


2. Grace Deleo and Vedat 
Acikalin 


3. Jane Washington and Geotf 
Morrow 

1. Keka and Kuhu Barua, Peter 
Murry, Jim and Koula Zerefos 
5. Christine Gully and Gillian 
Murray 
6. Peter Murray and Sallyanne 
Bond 


David Darke, Christine Gully 
Robert Kelly and Brigitta Momer 


8. Lucy Ragnoand Vic De 
Fontenay 


BILL SMITH ESTATE 


The Hill Smith f: 
Angaston in South Australia have 
been making and marketing South 
Australian wines since 1849. 

Today, 4th, Sth and 6th 

generation Hill Smiths play an 
active role in the product and 
marketing of their wines, both 
in Australia and to international 
export markets. 

The distinctly varietal 
wines from Hill Smith Estate, 
Chardonnay. Semillon, Fume 
Blanc. Shiraz and Botrytis Affected 
Semillon are harvested to retain 
freshness, in the cool of the night, 
from the family owned home 
vineyard and hills vineyard situated 
in the eastern Barossa ranges, 

The styles that have cvolved 
are exciting and Australian, and 
are ideally suited for the 
international wine market 

The scene depicted on the 
label is also typically Australian 
and. in fact, was printed from an 
original painting by the recently 
retired Chairman, Mr Wyndham 
Hill Smith 


At the Marlboro Function in the Grand 


Prix circuit. 


1. Linda Maland and Sandro Nannini 


2. Gerhard eee 

3. Stefan Johansson re 

4. Marco Piccinini from Ferrari with 
Prix Editions staff 

5. Michele Alboreto and South 
Australian Premier John Bannon 


‘The Agip Petroli dinner at the 
Bridgewater Mill Restaurant. 
1. John Hassing and Camillo Biondi 
2. Cheryl Batgola, Al Quadrell, 

G 


Guiseppe Cornetti, Camillo Biondi, 


jack Priore, Domenico Ventotini 
ooh the PR. Department of Prix 
Editions 


Say 
Wi 


At “The Ball” — Dom Polski Centre. 
. Jakki and Les Kaczmerek 
z ee Weir and Vicki McDonough 


The 1987 Adelaide Grand Prix brought 
the creme of society to our fair city, 
and so too did the silver birds from 
Canberra. Caught in flight to the pits, 


Australia’s Prime Minister, Mr 


Hawke, stopped and tried a drop of the 


Peter Liebich Grand Prix Port. 

1, Julie Michell, Bob Hawke and 
Peter Liebich 

2. Julie Michell, Peter Liebich, 
Rob Kelvin and Barry Dickson 


3. Rona Hunter, Jackie Harrington, 
Julie Michell and Denise Thompson 


without success to match his blister 

Friday time of 1:17.267. The only man t 

CHAMPIONSHIP come close, it seemed, would be Nelsor 
Piquet, determined to finish his Wi 


career with another win. But de 
ation was not enough as the W 


for once, struggled to stay with the pa 

Nelson was down in the low 1:18s by the 
end of the session, but that was never 
near. Adelaide had sprung its first surprise 
no Williams on the front row, as Alain 


Prost elbowed Piquet aside in the last 
seconds of the session with a 1:17.967 
that had many of us nodding wisely 
about the McLaren-Prost combination 


ROUND 16: ADELAIDE being the one to beat. 
= Itwasanall-Brazil second row, with 


1987 FIA FORMULA ONE WORLD a 


2 4987 } streetwise Ayrton Senna’s Lotus along- 
NOVEMBER 15, | ssse nS Ee are 
é farewell fling: he goes to join Prost next 
z t year and wanted a 1987 hat-trick of 
{ street circuit victories to bow out in 
+ style. Little did he know what was ahead 
foes | | Meanwhile, back at the Williams’ 
Adelaide Alive? ranch, Mansell’s stand-in, Riccardo 
Not with the World f Patrese, was working hard at his Honda- 
Championship already { powered debut and finding the car’s ay abhi’ il, } | } 
decided, and no Nigel gation poe eos handful than the ti Lae W iki ity iy f at H 
rabham, which he vacates perman | ber ise i I } 
eeooccu eau cuouent | + ently next year to become Mansell’sfull- $4ee8EES) rigtsrregieheebiits aes 
. . -How would South | \ time colleague. Seventh on the grid, eo ar ad 
Australia cope with | + with Piquct third: would Williams be in - 
anti-climax for the first the hunt for those seven points needed 
: 4 fora new Constructors’ record? 
time after two years of As we pondered that one, there was 
rounding the season off } plenty of activity further down the grid, 


with more new faces for Adclaide fans to 
meet. Standing in for Patrese in Brabham 


in style? No worries, as 
they say in these parts: 


5 ‘ no. 7 was the brilliant young Italian 
Adelaide's race was | Stefano Modena, F3000 champion, back 
P 
superbly run as always, + in Europe inhis first season in the formula. 
i and a former F3 star. Fifteenth on the 
a Ferrari victory p: F 
that one of the tt grid was a creditable effort, but Stefano 
a orca | too had hard times ahead. Then there 
forces in Grand Prix 3 was Robert Moreno, yet another Brazilian, 
racing is alive and well j trying to resurrect a Grand Prix career 
and living in Italy, and iI that might have begun five years ago, 
ere was som j and getting from the AGS Ford a response 
tx en ic 3 such as Pascal Fabre never could. Roberto 
post-race controversy 1 too had a surprise in store for him 
to add political spice And then there was Yannick Dalmas, 
to the rich menu 1 France’s latest gift to the Formula One 
ks, in the second Larrousse Lola 
Adelaide always pipe 
4 a eae t Come Sunday, he too would loom larger 
out for its visitors. in the Adehide results than he could 
Practice proved + ever have dreamed a 
perfect for Gerhard Warm-up had a neat look to it, as 
: Berger and Prost confirmed the superior 


ity of the front row, but Patrese was 
struggling in 22nd spotand thesigns for z 


: fone a Williams were ominous. With sen 
Bee race running, g atures faking off, worries over brakes 
slighi : | were on the increase, and the rate of 
Poon. aa attrition in the race would prove those 
cs: Satanday, eT fears well-founded, especially among 
Re 5 | the leading lights. : 
ac: oe 7 When the green light came, Piquet 
it | 
“4 ‘ 


J KAMMA, 


2 

ay 
~~ 
P 
. 


Nae he 
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looked set to dispel doubts wit 
aggressive start. But by the time the 
ended lap one of the 82 it was Ber 
back in front, and there he was 
to stay. While the chasing groups 


Out their own private battles, B 


raced away to a second conse 


pole-to-chequered flag success. Two 
races with one car in the lead on eve 
lap: no wonder Patrick Head of Williams 
bade farewell to the Honda engine 
with a gleeful chuckle about Ferrari 
being the ones to beat in 1988. 
Piquet and Prost, meanwhile 
having their own duel, Prost’s pi 
pushing Piquet momentarily 
the Ferrari, but the Frenchman's efforts 
to pass the Williams were baulked by 
back markers, notably Alliot’s Lola, and 
an exasperated Alain was seen to 
clamber all over the kerbs in his frust 
ration. Not the Prost we are used to, and 
35 laps into the race he was caught out 
by a double passing manoeuvre by both 
Senna, and Michele Alboreto in the 
second Ferrari. Prost’s race was run 


loser to 


ren ih 


fa 


manager Ian Phillips 


seen and what I k 


i is 
ined up’ 


back next y 


onathon 
yrrell that took up the 
The flying doctor excelled 
himself after pitting early, followir 
clash with Derek Warwick's Arrows 
and would eventually be classified 
fourth, confirming the dash he had 
shown all season in the Tyrrell cockpit 
This, however, wasall digression, as 


gone, it was 


Senna set about the task of pursuing 
Berger. At one point the gap came down 


was excluded from the results after 82 
un h 1 around of another 
am havi 1, and the day after 
he race ed that Lotus 
Adelaide be spared the sional whiff 
of grapest 
Whatever # 
result ‘was a Ferrari 1-2, their first since 
Canad 


Berger on the 
fine effort, ¥ 


Beni 
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Z 
g 
z 
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final three placings. Not so much 
palmer, perhaps, but to be followed by 
Dalmas’ Lola and Moreno’s AGS — ar 
AGS in the points? — was unheard of 


Who said Adelaide could do nothing t 
surprise us this year? 
WP ethe Williams’ hopes had died as 


Patrese fat a 
succumbed to an oil leak with six laps 


left, being classified ninth and last of the 
finishers behind Danner's Zakspeed and 


the De Cesaris Brabham 

So no fond farwell for Piquer 
(What a weak way to finish for Nelson 
and start for Riccardo’’, said an 
apologetic Patrick Head), no last TAG 
Porsche success for Prost before Honda 
join forces with McLaren, no glory for 
Johansson in his last McLaren race — and 
where will he end up next year? If many 
were denied in Adclaide, one team were 
givenall the signs they need that 1988 is 
2 year to look forward to. And when 
Ferrari are at the front, the whole 
Formula One scene — like Adelaide - 
comes alive again. 


loner saluitey ay he ¢akes the Male 


FO cAMe, CAME, 

untiring toil, Osella, the gallan; * 

minnows of grand prix racing, 

would win the title by the 
street. The team dig 

fc else in Adelaide but rebu it, 


AUSTRALIAN 
GRAND PRIX 


Team Lotus y ROUND 16 
HONDA RACE CARD 15/11/87 


UP DOWN UNDER! | 


Ayrton Senna will be going all out 


for victory “Down Under"” 
because he could finish runner-up 
in the 1988 Formula 1 World 
Championship if he wins the 
Australian Grand Prix in 


engine to conto 
“I would like 
because it 


He started from pole position in 1985 
and third in 1986 but both times 
retired before reaching the chequered 
flag 

But the street circuit should 
Brazilian wel 


t the 


this season: at Mor cit. 

Both were punishing affairs fom | of MeLaren. Camel 

which the Camel Team Lotus Honda | Honda have 64 points seven, When 
driver emerged clearly dominant 76. the de 


ino, fifth pl 


und the 


bumpier street tracks. 
Ayrton has already secured thied 100,000 
lied best pe 

season, barring the 


incentive for a good championship «i 
formance. If together Ayrton | Satoru will round o first year in 
and Satoru score more than 12 points | Formula 1 with a r: 


yet another 


AUSTRALIA "87 Sensa cage ry 


woubl |ixe ver wer % fe % wiv iw Adelaide | 
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MARTIN BRUNDLE 


‘relaxes me and it is fun. The fact that it 
also sharpens up my reflexes is not the 
‘important thing for me. Sometimes. like 
‘today, I get very tired, physically and 
‘mentally, of GP racing and I want © 
forgetallabout it. Andie am very lucky t 
have such friends all over the world t© 


me with models to fly. | don‘ 
Se eisicing my own" 
Some of the friends are now pr 


ng his next plane, a small Viper th 
will fly at 170 km/h. At that 
fat that size and at that height 
n't see it ar all for long periods ©! 

but he flies it fast and smooth 
the finely-tuned controls with 
pleasure. ° Ding 
@ specialist sport in Brazil. | 
Decause all the planes 2" 


they are ve! 
pe flies 
rest 


fo 


ae 


But this is one of his favourite 
places in the world to fly, because of the 
space, the clear air, the lack of interfering 
tadio waves. 

During the next hour he tries differ- 
ent models but there is no doubting his 
preference for the faster planes. Speed is 
the great attraction and holds the 
greatest challenge for him. 

“And if he crashes’, jokes Mike “he 
has no responsibility to team managers 
or sponsors.” 

io Honda enginee: 
hard time either!"’ grins 4 
flies the Lynx on knife edge right around 
the sky. He does a full circle and then 
goes into a figure eight 


Baim Sporty ERGRIOA 


“That is extremely difficult!’ 
exclaims Leo, lost in admiration. “I've 
been trying to do that for thirty years!" 

I look at his face and I don’t know 
whether he is going to laugh or cry. 

“Ayrton doesn’t race cars the same 
way he flies those planes. He is far more 
precise and knows the limits of the car in 
a much more well-defined way, and I 
think the excitement that he gains from 
itis in the precision of putting it together 
perfectly. That is, the set-up of the car 
and his performance in the car after he’s 
extracted the best from us. | think that’s 
what gives him pleasure in racing”” 

Itis the first day of untimed practice 
and qualifying, and itis Steve Hallam, Race 
Engineer for Team Lotus, speaking. The 
same blue skies above, but instead of a 
sea breeze and a gentle buzz of engines, 
the smell of burning rubber and 
exhausts and the roar of 20,000 horse 

ver along pit straight 

“I've known Ayrton for three years 
now and initially our relationship was 
purely professional. | was assigned to look 
after him at Team Lotus. The first year we 
had with him was frustrating. We were on 
pole some eight times but just couldn't get 
it together in the races. The second year 
we were still on pole and the Honda 
engine had pulled ahead of the Renault a 
bit, but we were not quite there yet. Again. 

It's inevitable, I suppose, given that 


motor racing is an incredible series of 
very high highs and very low lows, but 
the mean is above average, which is why 
we all do it. And when we're all in that 
situation you really get to ke our 
driver: what he likes and what he doesn’t 


like, and you treat him as you would an 
component ofa racing car. In other words 
you look after him. You don’t pamper him 
but you make sure that things that disturt 
him are avoided and that things that 
encourage him are present. Just like any 
other component of the car, you make 
sure that he's treated well. And from that 
point of view a personal friendship 
inevitably builds up. It’s difficult not to 
because we're together so much of the 


time. I class Ayrton as one of my friends. 
Thope he classes meas one of his.” 

After flying ended yesterday 
Ayrton came into the pits and together 
he and Steve ran through the set-up of 
the car for today’s practice. 

There is nothing Ayrton wants to 
change and when the FISA Safety 
Inspector declares the Adelaide circuit 
all clear at 9.45 am Ayrton climbs into 
the car, pulls on his balaklavaand helmet 
and prepares to roar off. 

Seventeen minutes into the session 
he has set an unofficial lap time of 
1:22:48, recording a speed of 306 km/h 
at the end of the main straight, and 40 
minutes into the session has set a 1:20:818. 

As he flashes by the pits, one of the 
mechanics spots a problem with the left 
front brake and he is called in to change 
to the spare car. This, Ayrton reports, is 
giving a little too much response at the 
front end on medium speed corners and 
he prefers the race car. Back into the pits, 
back into the race car with the brake 
problem fixed. 

“He gives excellent feedback to the 
team’’, comments Steve, “absolutely first 
class, because one of his great benefits as 
adriver is that he knows exactly how the 
car should be and he can remember other 
instances at other circuits where, if we had a 
problem, he can remember exactly the clir- 
ection we took and how we overcame it. And 


perform quite as quickly as expected 

It's probably the Adel: circuit”, muses 
Steve. “The grip level changes the more 
the cars run on the surface and it should 
be much better now than earlier on! 

The session ends with Gerhard 
Berger setting a 1-18:351, the fastest Lp 
ever recorded on the Adelaide circuit 
and Team Lotus wishing they were 


quicker but not really knowing why 
they weren't 
In the afternoon's qualifying session. 


Ayrton elects to go with the race car A few 
laps into the session he reports a corner 
weighting problem. The car is returned to 
the pits and the problem rectified. There 
are no other mechanical problems. Then. 
on his second set of Ss and during the 
dying minutes of the session. in typical 
Senna fashion, Ayrton puts im a last minute 
flying lap to promote himself to pro- 
visional fourth place on Sunday's grid 
1 suddenly found some grip", he 
explains. “The tvres and the car worked 
with the circuit and I did an 18.5. Idon't 
know how and I don't know where it 
came from but it was there. Right tyres, 
right circuit, right machine!” he grins. 
But the track is much faster this 

year and I think there could be problems 
with brakes”, he adds propheticallly 

His words will come true with 2 
heartbreaking precision. More than two 
hours after the Grand Prix has finished. 
with the Moet sprayed from the victory 
podium and the trophies held aloft 
Ayrton has his secand place and his six 
points uken away from him. The official 
teason: using illegal-width brake ducts, 
the same revised brake cooling set-up 
the team had used on Friday 

Steve Hallam is stunned. All Team 
Lotus are stunned and upset. Ayrton is 
also quietly furious. 

“That's motor racing!" says Ayrton 
Senna 


SIPA SPORTILIVE ACTION 


THE SEASON 
AT ITS 
CLOSE 


He mastered the fatigue of both himself 

‘and his rocing car to perfection, Lap 33: 

| When | saw 50 lops to go | thought | would 
never make it”. Lap 45: “With Senna closing 
fost and the gap down to 7 seconds | decided 

"that it was close enough and started to pull 

| away again. | had kept the tyres, fuel and 
‘brakes in good shape for jong enough.” Lap 

_ 72: Asif to underline his superiority in this race, 

| hetook o new lap record ata stage in the race 
when theonly reason fo go quickly was to keep 

up his concentration. : 

i “No worries mate”, he said with a grin, 
‘in.a,poor Aussie/Austrian accent, when it was 
all over, although in reality he had worried for 

| the last couple of ops when he heard the 

~ engine note of his Ferrari turbo change, but it 
til gat him to the line without missing o beat, 
___ “"Theseason ended too soon for us’, said 


wondering if Ferrari are going to be the team to 
beat next season. 

As in the past, it’s been a hard s 
drag themselves back into winning form again 
but when they are up, the sheer enthusiasm of 
the team and therestof Italy tendsto keep ther 
there, 

Although Adelaide was only Berg 
third career victory, he is already showing t 
kind of level-headed professionalism and raw 
falent that made his countryman Niki Lauda 
and Ferrarisucha strong force in the past. He is 
my hot tip for the title in 1988, for not only is 
Berger brilliant, Ferrari have the kind 
experience with multi-cylinder, normally- 
aspirated engines that Honda will find hard to 
beat if Ferrari make the compulsory switch to | 
non-turbo power a few months early and 
change engines mid-way through the sex 
as they are expected to do. 


DISAPPOINTING 
YEAR FOR PROST 


Alain Prost’s Australian Grand Prix, 
which had seen him clinch the title in 1986, 
was, this time around, merely another 
reminder of his disappointing 1987 season, 
which saw him win only three races but lose a 
lot more and his third consecutive title, 
through no fault of his own. 

Engine and electrical problems cost 
him several other wins or good finishes this 
year; a puncture in Japan, and brake problems 
in Adelaide that eventually led to a shattered 
front brake disc and crash, the same as his 
team-mate Johansson, It was just the final 
episode in a sad sagaof unfulfilled promise for 
Prost and Johansson ay well, who is currently 
looking for another FL drive for 1988 


| early end fo the season seer even 
more frustrating, following Piquet’s 


retirement in Japan as sell 
is ae ‘ 


For Prost there was at least the consol- 
ation of his record breaking 28th win in Estoril, 
and he still gets most peoples’ vote as the World's 
best current GP driver, even though the figures 
showed him place a distant fourth in the Champ- 
ionship behind Piquet, Mansell and Senna. 

Ayrton Senna will be joining Prost in the 
McLaren line-up next year, the Brazilian hav- 
ingthe advantage of knowing the Honda engine, 
and Prost the McLaren team and chassis, It will 
be interesting to see just how good Senna is, 
compared with Prost, and even more interest 
ing tosee if Honda power in the McLaren will 
still have the advantage of 2,5 boost over its 
opposition, as it showed for most of this 
season in the Williams and Lotus chassis. 


Despite braking problems from lap 
three of the race and an ungracious team- 
mate who “wanted to pay him back for 
not letting me by in Portugal’, Thierry 
Boutsen scored his highest place of the 
“| year for the Benetton-Ford team with a 
\ third spot in Australia 

He nearly had to drive a lapped Teo 
Fabi off the road to get ahead, the Italian 
(| heading back to the USA and Indy car 
"| racing next year, which is probably where 
he ought to have stayed in the first place. 

Although he did not win a race, the 
mild-mannered Boutsen showed his 
maturity and talent by leading a few times, 
and certainly looking like a winner. Ford 
made big steps forward with their V6 
turbo engine since 1986 and throughout 
1987, and ifthey can continue like that in 
1988, and find the reliability to match that 
progress, then the Benetton chassis and 
Boutsen's talent are good enough to put 
them in the winner's circle 


This year’s F3000 Champion, 
Stefano Modena, had his first F4 drive 
for the Brabham-BMW team in 
Australia, but after a promising start 
found an hour of Pushing an FA car - 

1 harder and more tiring 
Proposition than an F3000 chassis, 
and with half the race still fo run he 

f hausted fo continue, 

His retirement before the end 

was probably only a b 
mature anyway, for after several 
sh tyres Andrea DeCesaris 
the race with an electrical 
faultjust bet re the flag, his Brabham 

it a 

‘ursion, something that he 
ays been very good at much 
t of hi hanics who 
at races 
damage, 
‘ar of FA was one that BMW 


SABBATICAL FOR 
BRABHAM? 


wouldn't have been doing had 
Brabham not had a contract with 
them until the end of 1987, so if was 
hardly surprising that engine 
reliability and performance took a 
downward trend, and development 
stopped at the end of 1986. 

Next year the Brabham team 
may well take a year's sabbatical, 
unless Bernie Ecclestone can come up 
with a better engine option for his team 
than the Ford DFZ engine used by all 
the other non-turbo teams this season. 
Even the older upright BMW turbo 
engine (bought up and re-named the 
Megatron engine by Arrows USF&G 
sponsors) would have been a better 
Choice than the works’ BMW engine 
this year. Arrows had better results 
with Derek Warwick and Eddie 
Cheever this season than Brabham. 


The exception to that was the Ligier 
team, with Rene Amoux and Piercarlo 
Ghinzani. Having lost their planned Alfa 
Romeo new turbo engine deal just before the ff 
start of the season, Ligier hurriedly modified 
their chassis to accep the Megatron engine. 
The mutation that followed was a disaster, 
compounded by insufficient engines, over- 
heating problems and blow-ups caused by 
trying to stretch the engines too far. For the 
| last half of the season the team were merely 
taking part and could hardly be described as 
competing. 
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RESULTS FOR 
TYRELL 


The 3.5 litre DFZ, which gave 
Cosworth’s V8 engine a second lease of 
life in F1, also brought Jonathon Palmer 
and the Tyrrell tearm better results than 
| the BMW had given Brabham, Palmer 
| 


with the Colin Chapman team trophy, as 
well as several more points in the World 
rs’ Chai hip placing: 
charged rivals. 
nother good race, to 
r with a fourth 
in early stop with 

-mate Streiff throv 


end his 
placeo 
puncture, histe: 9 
his own chances away with an early spin 
in the second Tyrrell 


lvan Capelli was running 
strongly in the March until he also 
spun away his chances. Both 
Capelli and his recently re-born 
March team have learnedalotin | 
their first year of F4, which they 
should be able to capitalize 
upon next season when Mauricio 
Gugelmin joins Capelli in the 
March team, which will have | 
Judd engines like Williams. 


They used to call Nigel Manse! 
motor racing’s Mr Lucky. Mostly 
because he was able to come back not 
once, but twice, after terrible accidents 


threatened to cripple his burgeoning 
career. These days, though, the talkis all 
about “Calamity” Mansell and all the 


untimely mishaps that have jinxed him 

out of certain glory. Could there be any 
other driver in Formula One, except for 
maybe Stirling Moss, who has had to 
endure a shocking run of bad fortune 
that's cost him two world champion 
ships in successive years? If luck’s a 
lottery, Mansell’s number is doing its 
darndest not to come out 

There was the incident involving 
Ayrton Senna in Belgium. Mansell was 
looking the part when he spun off the 
track with the fiery Brazilian. Senna was 
able to continue, but Mansell took out 
his frustration of being put out with an 
uncharacteristic show of fistcuffs in the 
Lotus pits! In Monaco, Mansell blitzed 
the opposition for 30 laps before turbo 
failure blew his hopes. At the Hunga- 
roring, he had been leading all a merry 
chase around the Iron Curtain for almost 
the entire race, when a wheel nut flew 
off and Nelson Piquet flew past. And 
finally the agony of Japan that, in effect, saw 
the heart torn out of a fascinating season 

“Christ! You'd think he'd kicked a 
Chinaman!” came the cry of disbelief 
from one seasoned English motorsport 
journalist after Manscll’s Williams spun, 
slid and crashed into a tyre barrier in 
Suzuka during practice for the Japanese 
Grand Prix. The shunt put Mansell in 
hospital with a scrious spinal injury and 
cruelly cut short his gallant late charge 
that threatened to deny Piquct a third 
world championship. Yet again the 
likeable Brit has had to finish on a gut- 
wrenching downer during a season in 
which he’s casily been the most 
dominant figure. 

Adclaide 1986 will be best remem- 
bered not so much because Alain Prost 
won to give him back-to-back champ- 
ionships, but for the wild shower of 
sparks and shredded rubber that 
thwarted Mansell’s bid less than 20 laps 
from the chequered flag. And therein 
lies yet another previously untold twist 
of irony, relayed to me by Tyrrell team 
boss Ken Tyrrell while we reminisced 
about Adelaide at this year’s Mexican 
Grand Prix. 

“Hey, you know something?’’ he 
beckoned with that characteristic 
toothy grin. “They were ready to show 
the red flag and stop the race when they 
saw the tyre blow. If Nigel had gone into 
the wall and not into a run-off, the race 
would have been called off and he'd be 
world champion today!’ he declared. 
But then again, we both agreed, a 


Mansel 
Grands 
driver, ye 
ionship. Piquet’s three ¥ 


n any other 


iled to win the champ- 
ins and a string 
lacings were good enough to 
secure him the hat-trick and a niche 
among the sport's legends like Fangio, 
Clark, Brabham, Stewart and Lauda. 

In the history of Formula One 
there have only been four other 
occasions when a driver has won more 


<i 


Nari 0 


faces ina season but hasn't won the title 
In 1958, when only a driver's best six 
results counted, four wins by Stirling 
Moss still weren't enough to displace 
Ferrari's Mike Hawthorn, who clinched 
the title that year with one victory anda 
series of minor placings. 

Jim Clarke’s four wins in a comp- 
licated 1967 season couldn't eclipse 
New Zealand's Denny Hulme, who won 
twice. Keke Rosberg won once ina very 
even 1982 in which five others — Lauda, 
Pironi, Prost, Arnoux.and Watson - won 
twice. And then of course, there was last 
year when Mansell took the chequered 
flag five times but he was overhauled by 
Alain Prost, whose victory in the final 
race in Adelaide was his fourth of the 
season. 

His career has been as chequered as 
the flags he strives to achieve and 
punctuated by some depressing low 
points. Weeks after throwing in his well 


Dear me, I thought a 
d barely recovered when 
there was yet another setback in 1979. 
A Formula Three accident resulted in a 
crushed vertebra, an injury similar to the 
latest one suffered in Japan. Still 


strapped to his back brace in hospital 


Mansell ignored doctors’ warnings and 
test drove a Lotus Formula One car, to 
win a place alongside Elio de Angelis in 
Colin Chapman's famous racing team. 


Chapman though 
driving ability and 


highly of Mansell’s 


confidently tipped 


he'd be the n British world 
champion 

But the head 
in 1982. Mansell never quite recovered 
from a hand injury in a crash in Canada 


and went on to finis appointing 
season in excruciating pain. Chapman's 
death and the arrival of enfant terrible 


Ayrton Senna, helped ace Mansell’s 
departure to Williams in 1985. It proved 
to be the turning point, with Mansell 
winning the European i South 


African Grands Prix in his first year. 
With 13 wins in two and a hal 
seasons, it’s not surprising that mc 
drivers and aficionados consider he has 
a better than reasonable char 
day winning F 
Triple world champion Jackie Stewart 
rates him among the 
today. Last year and again this ye: 


acknowledged Mansell’s brilliant 
performances, saying deserved to 
win the title. ““Nigel has been very 


consistent and his car has been very 
good’’, Prost remarked just before 
Japan. And he's certainly one of the 
quickest. Seven pole positions taken in 
sizzling style this season attest to that 
And there have m some stunning 
victories, too, Silverstone, in particular. 

On that day in July, Mansell demon- 
strated blistering driving skills to the 
roar of delight of the huge home crowd 
— and the chagrin of his team-mate 
It remains the one shining light in a 
season of dark disappointment. “Eve 
body has a special day in their life”, he 
told me the day before his Mexican 
triumph. “I would be very hard pushed 
ever to have a day like that in my career 
again. It's not often you see the British 
crowd breaking ranks and running 
across the circuit. I will neve: 
being lifted out of the car, then « 
people’s shoulders and being droppe 
on the floor. It was something of 
special day 


In the final 20 laps of the m4 
Mansell smashed the lap record an 
incredible 10 times. The effort totally 
drained him of energy by the finish 

as like 20 qualifying laps, not racing 
laps", led. “I knew exactly 
quick was going. Iwas pushing it to the 
limit. . . although it’s not a good way to 
drive. Fortunately, it worked for me 
but there could have easily been an 
accident on every corner.’ While 
Sil tone was a huge confidence 


y was soul-destroying 


booster, Hungan 

for him. 

championship is i 

race, you don't get any points’ 
That race was par 


yrmebecause [had driven fo 
es in the lead and then all 


‘The problem w ith the world 
if you don't finish the 
he says. 


ticularly disappointing 
r one hour 


nd fifty minut 
of a sudden you are out of the race 


because ofa wheel nut flying loose’. But 
Mansell says he's been able to motivate 
himselfby a fierce determination to win 
“In wanting to win it's motivation on 


its own", he explained. “11 
professional you weigh u 
do as good a job as you « 
happy with my own perfor 
t'sjust that we haven't t 
and the reliability we shou 
But unless Mansell 
for the better, he may well 
in much the same breath 
riot Moss, when history 
those great drivers never t« 


championship 
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The Olympus OM 4-Tj has a strong, 
lightweight shell made of Titanium, the 
aerospace material that is Stronger and 
lighter than steel. It gives the camera 
superior performance under the most 
adverse conditions. 
The uniquely textured, warm toned {in- 
ish gives the OM 4-Tian elegance that 
sets It well apart from ordinary chrome 
or basic black, 
The OM 4-Ti is part of the extensive 
Olympus system of lenses and acces- 
Sories to meet all your requirements. 
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The OM 4-Ti Multi-Spot metering sy$ 
tem is one of the best available, all¢ yw 
‘Ng you to use photography as an 4 ; 
form rather than a Straight mechanic a 
function. The @asy to use Multi-spo! 
can calculate up to eight readi 
memory and light or dark bi ‘ 
functions provide precise exposulé 
control. 
Auto or m 
able. The | 
display cai 
Corporates 


anual exposures are aval: 
informative LCD viewfinde 
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When Ferrari's longest ever losing 
sequence came to a triumphant end 
with Gerhard Berger's all-the-way win 
in the Japanese Grand Prix, & beaming 
smile broke across the weary face of 
Enzo Ferrari, the scuderia’s cighty-nine- 
year-old patriach. 

Smiles have been at a premium for 
the most revered name in motor sport 
over the past two years, soall the jubilant 
emotion in the pits after the race was 
quite understandable. Nery Se 
Berger taking the chequered flag and his 
Italian team-mate, Michele Alboreto, finish- 
ing a superb fourth, Ferrari’s team manager, 
‘Marco Piccinini, was on the phone to Italy 
to inform the frail butstill alert and enthus- 
iastic Commendatore —as the great man is 
‘known - of the sensational achievements. 

Ferrari has not been to a Grand Prix 
since his son Dino died of leukaemia, at 
the age of 16, in 1954. As a tribute, the 
hoy’s name is stamped on every engine 
block turned out by the factory. But he 
watches all the races on TV and keeps in 
touch with the team's performances by 
telephone. Despite his advancing years, 
his influence is as strong as ever, He 
presides over race post-mortems, at 
Ferrari's impressive complex at Maranello, 
within 48 hours of a grand prix and 

makes his own judgements on what he 
“has screen. 


y, the inquest after Japan 
ot happy and satisfying 
‘one for the team, which hadn't won a 
since Alboreto’s victory at 
m in 1985. Ferrari's inability 
1986, and for most of 
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Millions of dollars have jy) , 
spent to upgrade the already im esq 
production and testing facilities Mary’ 
clio. But it seemed, not even 1), Mt 
engineering brains in Italy and j, 


aK 


anda bottomless pit paeancial FeSoure, 
could reverse Ferrari's unexpecicy dee 


line. But thanks to Berger’s vic tory 

Suzuka and some impressive show ie 
at Monza, Estoril and Mexico, respeq 
ability appears to have been restoreq : 
the graceful black prancing horse a i 
Just the shot in the arm Formula (9), 
needs after the almost total domingy,, 
of Honda-powered Williams and Lotus 
and McLaren. And the perfect tonic fot 
old Enzo himself! Now there's very 
indication the distinctive scarlet machin, 
will almost certainly be a force to be rec, 
oned with in 1988, much to the detig), 
of the fanatical, victory-starved tifos, 

The resurgence is a result of (, 
years of wind-tunnel testing and retin, 
ments to the chassis designed by Englis), 
man Dr, Harvey Postlethwaite and {ali 
Nicolai Tomaini. The improvements (oh, 
car's aerodynamics were particularly 
noticeable after Monza, and at Estor| 
where Berger drove with blinding speed 
and arrogant authority. Ferrari should 
have won in Portugal and Berger admit 
it was his momentary lapse in concen 
tration thatenabled Alain Prost toseizea 
victory that didn’t seem possible with 
two laps remaining. ‘‘I looked in the 
mirror to see where Alain was and then 
it happened”, was Berger's simple cx 
planation of his error. 

In Mexico, Berger sent the scarlet 
machine around the twisty and bump; 
circuit like an Exocet missile, only to be 
thwarted by engine failure. But it al 
finally came together in devastating 
style in Japan, where Berger won his 
second grand prix (his first was with 
Benetton in Mexico in 1986) and, hut 
his car not stalled on the grid at the siatt 
Alboreto would have almost certait!) 
finished lot closer than fourth, The! 
Austrians currently enjoying the hight! 
profile of the two and is already beitt 
hailed as a future world champion. 
ive style ae 


quickness in qualifying 
Enzo Ferrari when he was looking !0"? 
driver to replace Stefan Johansson 
year, When Ferrari is picking his '*" 
drivers, he looks for someone wh? " 
consistent during a race and ¢" 
Produce good lap times. He has 
utmost respect and admiration fot" 


drivers and thinks they are worth their 
huge salaries. Some of the greatest have 
driyen for him ngio, Ascari and 
Lauda to name but a few. And some lost 
their lives striving for glory, including, 
Peter Collins, Wolfgang Von Trips 
Ricardo Rodriguez and Jean Berharo, 
But, surprisingly, he names Italian Tazio 
Nuvolari and Briton Peter Collins as the 
best two who have driven for him 
“Nuvolari numero uno’”, he says with 
out hesitation, ‘And Peter Collins was a 
great English gentleman who neyer 
realised his potential”. Collins died ina 
track accident in 1958, two years after 
Ferrari pulled him out of a race that 
would have given him the world 
championship, because Ferrari favoured 
Fangio. 

Berger has certainly been quick and 
consistent this year, whereas Alboreto 
has been dogged with frustrating tech- 
nical and mechanical problems. Ferrari's 
bleak period hasbeen particularly tough 
on Alboreto, a shy and quietly-spoken 
man held in great esteem by Ferrari 
“He’sa good fighter”, says Ferrari. “He's 
a sensitive driver who goes cleanly, 
safely and consistently’, Halfway 
through 1985, Alboreto looked like 
being the first Italian since Ascari in 1953 
to win a world championship. Then 
things started tosour and Alboreto failed 
to finish in the last five races of that year, 


leaving him second, behind Alain Pro’ 
in the driver's standings. Last yea! l 
nightmare he'd prefer to forget 

Like most Italians, Alboreto doesn’t 
like to be a loser — something he has had 


to contend with since winning at 
Hockenheim in 1985, There's always the 
unwelcome pressure applied by an ever 
inquisitive and demanding Italian press 
and the tifosi when things aren't going 
as they should. This year Alboreto has 
been the unsung hero, helping to de- 
velop Postlethwaite's chassis in testing 
sessions and during races. It has my 
he has finished three times in the 15 
Grands Prix to Japan —a statistic he isn’t 
proud of 

“It has been a difficult season for 
me. . . for many reasons”, the likeable 
Italian says. “We have spent. lot of time 
developing the car. Now it is much 
better and as competitive as Williams or 
McLaren, But you need a bit of luck to 
finish in a race. I didn’t finish in many 

that’s not good for me and I haven't 
been happy”. Alboreto doesn’t seem to 
mind taking the backseat to the barn- 
storming Berger, and refutes any sug 
gestion there is any friction in the 
relationship. “Gerhard is a very good 
driver. We need two very competitive 
cars all the time’, he explains. “I'm 
happy to work with him I think we 
work well together’. 


al 


far greater consistency and performan 
by Berger, Alboreto scoffs at any sugges 
tion his team-mate is getting preferential 
treatment. “No, Ferrari gives me the 
same car as Gerhard”, he points out 

And we alternate use of the spare car. 
There's no favouritism’. Sull, Alboreto is 
finding it difficult to come to terms with 
not being able to win a race with a team 
not used to losing, “Yes there is pressure 
to win. I’ ve spent three years developing 
this car, it's been a bad time for me and 
Ferrari because it is unusual for them not 
to win. We have improved the car and 
I'm confident we can win the champ: 
ionship next season’’, he asserts with 
confidence. ‘All we need is one or two 
good results and everything (that’s gone 
wrong in the past two and a half years) 
will be forgotten”. Next year will be a 
new ball game with the power of the 
turbos being reduced 10 2.5 bars, along 
with a fuel limit of 150 litres. 

English genius John Barnard 
creator of the all-conquering McLaren 
Chassis, is adding the finishing touches 
to a normally-aspirated car, to be tested 
against the turbo version before Ferrari 
decides on what direction to take in 
1988. And now thatthe expectations are 
high, it could well be the most crucial 
decision Ferrari makes in its illustrious 
61-year history 
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Ina sport dominated 
by statistics, one figure 
has been at the front of 
our minds since Alain 
Prost won for McLaren 
at Spa this season. 

The figure is 28: when 
would The Professor, 
who had just equalled 
Jackie Stewart’s record 
of 27 Grand Prix 
victories, overtake the 
little Scot. At Estoril 
the figure was doubly 
significant: car number 
28 was the other star 
of the weekend, taking 
Ferrari’s first pole 
position since April 
1985 and leading for 
most of the race until 
Prost gave us the 
Statistical proof that 
he is the greatest driver 
of his generation. 
Ferrari first, then... 
Berger took advantage 
of changeable weather 
on Saturday to puta 
Ferrari on pole for 
the first time since 
his team-mate Michele 
Alboreto did the business 
in Brazil two years ago. 
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It was just past the half 
second timed pract 
Austrian threw down the g: 
time of 1:17.620, some 
125 mph for the 2.7 miles 
tarmac so many of thes« 


No sooner had long 
Nigel Mansell donned the driving gloves 
again to go out in his Williams 
heavens opened and Gerhard was 
and dry while the others got wet 

The rain was just one s 
handicaps in Estoril, a weekend that 
pushed the Englishman to the limits of 


his patience. Main reason? Doubts over 
his Honda engines, and the dispari 
between the unit in theback of his active 
suspension car and the one driving his 
standard FWIIB. Nigel had tested the 
active system between races at Brands 
Hatch and decided to follow team-mate 
Nelson Piquet’s example, but ahyd 
leak on Friday saw him switch back to 
the standard car, to set fastest time of that 
day. The speed trap times thereafter 
would show Nigel well down on the 
straightline speed not only of Piquet but 
also of several others, leaving Mansell 
notahappy man. After warm-up, in fact 
there were dark mutterings about 
conspiracies 

Warm-up, as so often in the past 
saw Prost the pick of the bunch, nipping 
in with a 1:21.623 with just a minute to 
go. Never one to miss a psychological 
trick, Alain faced the loss of his world 
crown with equanimity but was bent on 
adding win number 28 before his days of 
Porsche power came to an end. Despite 
an engine change, Mansell was no better 
than third quickest and we were left 
wondering what would happen come 
half past two. 

What happened was a repeat of 
1987's most sadly familiar story: chaos 
at the start of a Grand Prix. They got 
away cleanly enough, none better than 
Mansell, who blasted into the lead from 
Berger and was blissfully unaware of the 
goings-on behind. It started with Piquct 
and Alboreto in dispute over the small 
piece of track each was trying to occupy, 
so in the end both left the track. Chain 
reaction behind that: Warwick 
Nakajima, Brundle, Uncle Tom Cobley — 
they were all at it. Worse was to come 
for some reason there was no red flag 
until the leaders had come round to the 
scene again, and the miracle was that no 
serious harm was done as Mansell 
Berger and Prost came upon a corner 
that looked more like motorway 
Mayhem than a racing circuit. Rarely 
have we seen driver as angry as Mansell 
when he took a breather in the pits 
before the restart. Piquet had no time for 
fury as he watched the efforts to repair 
his car, its undertray somewhat less 
Virginal than when first on the grid 


lic 


while Messrs Brundle etal sprinted back 
to Fears, Only the luckless Danner had 
no spare Zakspeed and joined the 
‘spectactors. 
Second time around - 40 minutes 
on~ Mansell did it again, sprinting into a 
first-corner lead. But his own forecast 
came sadly true as Berger's Ferrari 
picked the Williams off cleanly, to lead 
into lap two of the new full-distance 
race. Berger's job became apparently 
easier on lap 14: though Mansell had 
begun to get the active car grooved, its 
engine expired and with it the majority 
of its driver’s world title chances 
Another major contender, Ayrton 
Senna, looked out of it as the Lotus 
pitted for a lengthy spell with throttle 
sensor trouble. Rejoining three laps 
down after 22 of the scheduled 70, the 
Brazilian put on one of the storming 
drives of the season to end up seventh, 
just seconds away froma Championship 
point. 


But at this stage of the race 
of the season all eyes were on the f 
three; Berger, Piquet and A 
As the pit stop routines began 
Prost who profited most, rejoinin 
ahead of Piquet and delighted with the 
feel of the McLaren on f 


h rubbe 
Now the real drama began: Nelso 
packed off, relaxing in Mansell 
absence, and as Mboreto succumbed t 
gearbox problems, Prost embarked or 
an epic chase 

For once we had the stuff of motor 
racing in Estoril: a genuine racer in hot 
pursuit of Formula One's most famous 
marque. With an Il-second cushion 
it looked odds-on Berger taking his first 
ever win for Maranello and the second 
of his young career. But the gap closed 
inexorably, and just as the two-year 
drought for Ferrari fans looked sure to 
end, the inevitable happened. Well 


A roved the Ferrari 
resurgence for real, Piquet’s four 
us for third place may prove 
academic as the leaders drop scores 
jowards the season's close, but these 


thre were the only ones ofthe 14 finish 
¢rs to be on the same lap, Fourth, as if it 
mattered a great deal, was Teo Fabi’s 
oversteering Benetton, ahead of Stefan 
Johansson in the second McLaren and 
the battling Cheever in his Arrows 
Cheever had contributed to the fight for 
non-turbo honours, holding up Ivan 
Capelli's March and allowing Jonathon 
Palmer to close menacingly in the lead 
ing Tyrrell, but the Italian got home 


\ 
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ninth overall and first of the normally 
aspirated entrants. 

This day was Prost’s, however. His 
win relieved both him and Stewart of a 
considerable burden, but it took some 
doing. “The finest — and hardest — win 
of my life’) beamed Alain. ‘‘I couldn't 
have pushed like that much longer, on 
the limit for both car and driver but 
1 was not interested in being second 
or third 
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Race Classification after 70 laps 
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88.224 
187,564 
186.201 
85.¢ 
84,089 
81811 
81.668 
181,220 
179,051 
179.043 
179.820 
177.266 
216 
170.167 
180.750 
184.096 
174,808 
167.984 
177.056 


174.444 


180.532 


97.523 km/h 


INT. 


20.493 
1'03.295 
LLAP 
1 LAP 
2 LAPS 
2 LAPS 
2 LAPS 
3 LAPS 
3 LAPS 
4 LAPS 
4 LAPS 
4 LAPS 
6 LAPS 
16 LAPS 
32 LAPS 
35 LAPS 
38 LAPS 
39 LAPS 
41 LAPS 
43 LAPS 
{6 LAPS 
46 LAPS 
57 LAPS 
57 LAPS 


Retirements 


1B TIME 


19,509 
19,282 
21191 

21,821 

22.807 
22,682 
20.217 
23,828 
25.012 
24.052 
24.626 
25.003 
23,259 
21.535 
22,504 
22.989 
25.760 
29.223 
27.020 
26,131 

26.811 

26.811 

26.892 

22.834 

24.433 
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“LT have nothing but good 
memories of Estoril and 
Jere: aid Camel Team 
Lotus Honda team leader, 
Ayrton Senna, as he looked 
forward to the crucial 12th 
and 13th rounds of the 
Formula 1 World 
Championship in Portugal 


RACE CARD 


j.> 5 


OUBLE-H 


PORTUGESE 
GRAND PRIX 
ROUND 12 
SPANISH 
GRAND PRIX 
ROUND 13 


Drivers’ 
World 
Championship 


4, Ayrton Senna (Team Lotus), 


Constructors’ 
; World 4 lot in common with the f 101 Jerez are 1 ob, ees teen er 
Championship ay of life, the language and whe cit anne 86 A 


have many frie! 
he ; 


nihip points after Spain 
rton Senna 1 

‘ . 

Williams Honda 


McLaren-Tag ae Por Hie 


Lows Honda : 7 Saws Says: 


Benetion Ford 
Ford 
ws Megatron 
Brabham BMW 


JmRD D8 v oy 
ey dhe Ba 


The last race of the 
European Grand Prix 
season did little to 
clarify the World 
Championship position, 
at least where drivers 


were concerned: Nigel 
Mansell’s runaw: 
victory delayed Williams 


team-mate Nelson 
Piquet's celebrations 
and reduced the very 
long odds on the 
Englishman's first title 
success. One issue 
settled beyond doubt 
was the Constructors’ 
Championship, so Ion; 
in the Williams’ pocket 
it was surprising we had 
to wait until Jerez for 
the final confirmation. 
And two of the Formula 
One veterans made the 
Spanish headlines, one 
for the right reason, 
the other not quite the 
same... 

n in the 
news was Riccardo 
Patrese, signed up by 

ms from Brabham 
as their replacement for 
son Piquect in 1988 
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On the eve of his 157th Granc 
most seasoned driver in Form 
was getting perhaps the b 

a career that began ten 
Monaco. Frank Williams means to r 
Patrese, with two Grand Pri 
under his belt, a r 

year, but it would be polite not to a 
such men as Warwick, Br 
paimer what they all think of it 

Practice looked sure to be domir 
ated yet again by Mansell — but only if 
you counted Friday, when Nigel was 
quickest in the standard FW11B he 
prefers to the active suspension version 
opted for by Piquet since Monza, Second 
timed practice was another matter 
altogether: with 20 minutes to go, ona 
track devoid of grip after a late Friday 
downpour, Piquet, from nowhere, 
found a full second and leapt to the top 
of the Longines screens. 

Mansell’s reaction? A touch of the 
old red mist: blasting back into the pit 
lane, Nigel ignored red light and yellow 
flag telling him his car was to be weighed 
and abandoned it beyond the scale. 
Beyond reach, too, as far as authority 
was concerned: Saturday times scrub 
bed, $3000 fine, one very irate Briton 
irate, in fact, that he stormed 
from the circuit for two hours to 
regain the composure to speak to his 
team: incensed again over engine 
disparities, fecling his team had failed to 
tell him the active way was the one to 
follow, Nigel was venting the spleen that 
was already evident in Estoril a week 
before. Still, Friday's time was good 
enough to give him a slot on the front 
Tow yet again, withthe Ferraris of Berger 
and Alboreto as a second-row screen 
between the Williams pair and the rest 
Of the field — which did not include the 
two Osellas, relegated to 27th and 28th 
by the AGS of Pascal Fabre and Nicola 
Larini’s Coloni. 

Race day came as race day will, and 
Nigel’s fears and doubts simply evapor- 
ated. From the beginning his Williams 
Was in the lead, and over 72 laps Nigel 
drove what Frank Williams described as 
a race to match his finest ever. Mansell 
became an ever more distant speck as 
dramas unfolded behind him, and the 
22-second margin of victory was 
eloquent testimony tohis superiority on 
the day. 

The first — but by no means the last 
~ of the second-string dramas con- 
cerned one Rene Arnoux, the second of 
Our veterans. On lap one the combative 
little Frenchman aimed his Ligier at 
Derek Warwick, wiping the nose cone 
off the Arrows and the smile off the 
Englishman's face for the rest of the 
afternoon, and holding up Martin 
Brundle's Zakspeed in the process. In his 
125th Grand Prix the bold Rene still had 


lar winner ne 


DAVE KENNARD. 


acoastean 


ASV AA.) 


acocnstaas 


OCT CTH T 


er, mostly in thi 
-h to offer, m 
much 


iggression: when Jon thon Pal 
wise enough tose ee w he 
the race, Arnoux sideswiped the 

no uncertain fashion i 
Ae ‘oux in piratical mood, thougt 
Arnis broadsides were almicd at the 


its 
Lg Then there was Senna ding 


sh without a stop as he had done 
Baie way to that memorable Jerez 
Betory , the Brazilian was third 
fato the first corner - and the queue that 
formed behind the yellow Lotus would 
stay there until Ayrton’s tyres went away 
at the end and he was rapidly relegated 
to fifth. Until then, the Lotus was a 
mobile if relatively high eed chic: 
with an increasingly frustrated traffic 
ey ee ttiat any of this bothered 
Mansell, as surefooted as you could wish 
through the midrace traffic and un- 
troubled by the round of pit stops that 
left others slightly less se The most 
obvious victim was Piquet ona day 
when Nelson admitted to more mi: 
than in the rest of the season, he came in 
onlap 45, promptly forgetting to put the 
brakes on. It cost him 20 seconds, but 
worse was to follow. Two laps later, 
charging after Prost, Piquet spun and 


ry of the 

ho gambled on 

ecing his tyres go 

ered in Senna's 

1 had got the risks 

eighed up, and from that point on the 
little fellow was back in the groove 

Down the road a w Jonathon 

almer was holding off Philippe Alliot’s 

Lola for normally-aspirated honours 

mentioned brush with 

x, sothe Larrousse man v ftto 

Pick up not only top points in his own 

category butalso the last point of the day 


€ overall. Philippe 
ut the other Tyrrell home 
€ more pressure on 
in the race for the Jim Clark Cup, 
with Uncle Ken expected to retain 
whichever of his two drivers finally lifts 

that particular piece of silverware 
And so to Mexico: neither Williams 
driver made much of a showing there 
last year, and the feeling now is that 
somehow or other the Championship 
will remain as alive as it can until we get 
to Adclaide again. Can the Australians be 
as lucky as they have in previous years 
and stage yet another tightrope finale to 
the tmula One season? The good 
laide are not the only 

ones hoping they can 
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fter 72 laps = 303.696 km 2 


a 
Race Classification after 72 
NO. __ DRIVER wit cAR __ToraL TIME _Kmvh a ME The Grand Prix Port Collection is a limited A valuable collector's item, to t 
Ree : ni, a cae 5 : 5 a , to treasui 
S$ NManell GBR Canon Williams Honds 149'12.692 166.848 ae ; award-winning series, featuring the Adelaide in memory of such a presti ‘6 
934.917 6.2 22.225 27.459 A : - 
1 A-Prost FRA Marlboro McLaren TAG 1.4934.91 166 an aay Winner, the nominated drivers on the reverse prestig 
2 5, Johansson SWE Marlboro McLaren TAG 1:49'43.510 166.06 : eu? ay es . 
<a A cao Wiliams ood 14944142 166.051 31.450 127.108 ‘ side and the current world champion on the 
12 A.Senna BRA Camel LotusHonda 150°26.199 164.997 113.50" 130.088 7 3-bottle pack. 
30 PAlliot FRA _Larrousse Lola Ford 1:49°51.179 163.570 1LAP 1°30.365 5 
4 P Streiff FRA _Courtaulds Tyrrell Ford 1:50°30.184 162.608 1 LAP 1'31.275 
18 E. Cheever USA US.E &G. Arrows Megatron 148°43.688 162.935 2 LAPS 129,93: 
WW $. Nakajima JPN Camel Lotus Honda 1:49'17.040 162.106 2 LAPS 131.228 
17 D, Warwick GBR US.E. &G. Arrows Megatron 1:49°27.505 161.848 2 LAPS 131.105 
9 M, Brundle GBR ‘West Zakspeed 1:49°43.353 161458 2 LAPS 131.373 
pee 
16 1. Capel TTA —_Leyton House March Ford 1:50°30.518 160310 2LAPS —_1'30.407 
7 R. Patrese ITA Brabham BMW 149°34.537 157.055 4 LAPS 1'27.150 
23 A. Campos SPA Minardi Motori Moderni 149°55.599 156.554 4 LAPS 133.503 
27 M, Alboreto ITA Ferrari 142°08.912 165.997 5 LAPS 1'27.738 
20 T. Boutsen BEL Benetion Ford 1-40'21.977 166.423 6 LAPS 1'28.299 
28 G. Berger AUT Ferran 134°26.811 66.135 10 LAPS 1'26.986 
oS J. Palmer GBR Couraulds Tyrrell Ford 1.24°55.441 163.904 17 LAPS 130.514 
% RK Amoux FRA Ligier Loto Megatron 1:26°39.427 160.626 17 LAPS 132.650 
a C cee BRD ‘West Zakspecd 1:27°37.269 144.417 22 LAPS 132.07: 
= . Bg a Minardi Motori Moderni 1:10°47.807 160.863 27 LAPS 1’30.722 
2 nae a a 1:01'29.703 164.618 32 LAPS 129.319 
Coars Brabhan 40°17.131 163,336 46 LAPS 130.670 
2%6 — PGhinzni =—1TA—_—Ligier Loto Megatron a ane hh 
W P Fabre FRA El Charro AGS Ford 28 19e 48 LAPS 1°32.604 
32 N. Larini ITA Coloni FC pa ee ean SzLAeS ere 
" 12'54.632 156.821 64 LAPS 133.108 
FASTEST LAP: 
28 G.BERGER(AUT)-LAP 49 TIME:1'26.986 _174.566km/h 
Constructors’ 


World 
|__Championship 


Williams Honda 


__ Ferrari 2 5 = ; THE OFFICIAL —— Be Ag” 
GRANDPRIXPORT ===%% 
__Arrows Megatron 1985 Collection 1986 Collection Available at all leading liquor outlets, or post the coupon below 
Brabham BMW 
9 Zakspeed To: Pe 
10 LolaFord # Peter Liebich Cellars, GPO Box 404, Adelaide S.A. 5000 (08)51 9725 Telex AA186237 BARRYD Fax: 2125022 
__Lola Ford oh 

U1 _ March Ford *nclose cheque/money order or charge my n — ___ | ___TShirts __ size @ $19.95 + $5.00 p&p 

=? bottles Dick Johnson Series Ports 

bottles Clashes & Challenge Ports 


OBanicars 
Mastercard } Visa Card Cc 
The prices for p&p include protective packaging to 


Clamerican Express ts hob fee Port $2495 + $5.05 p&p | ensure product safety, insurance and delivery to 
1986 Grand Prix Port $24.95 | Your door within Australia : 

| [ | ] | 1987 Grand Prix Port $2495) | Woe Cost/BU Per Doz 

1 1986 Cabernet Sauvignon $9. $119.40 

Set of3 ss $69.95 + $10.15 p&p | 1987 Rhine Riesling naa 

Per dozen normally __— $299.40 | 1987 Traminer Riesling Ss -$95.40 

less 10% __ $269.46 + $10.60 p&p | 1987 Rhine Riesling 

Please Supply: Bottles___Sets__Cartons | Auslese $895 $107.48 

(Please depict year of Fort) (Postage & packaging $10.00 case of twelve) 


O Diners cup 


If Nigel Mansell wins 
the World Championship 
this year there will have 
been more gracious 
wearers of the crown. 
Despite winning in 
Mexico, for the sixth 
time this season, Mansell 
went out of his way 
to refer to the luck 
allegedly enjoyed by 
Canon Williams Honda 
team-mate Nelson 
Piquet, who finished 
second after apparently 
being push-started, and 
so remains favourite for 
his third title. Nigel, who 
had driven superbly 
again after some lurid 
moments in practice, 
made no mention of 
the early brilliance of 
Thierry Boutsen and 
Gerhard Berger, who 
blew the field away 
before the Benetton and 
Ferrari both retired. . . 
Still, such is the way of 
sport these days, and 
Mansell feels the title 
is at least a possibility 
again with just two races 
to go. 
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ROUND 14: AUTODROMO 
HERMANOS RODRIGUEZ 
OCTOBER 18, 19 


56 


87 


as, as they Say 1n another sy 
a yalves: a severe accident | 
warwick happily unburt but 
Der yrecked and the tyre wall ont 
Ane ‘on to the pit straight in need 
as ‘The flag went out on lap 
re-started race with a furthe 
un. By that time there were 
ners after a particularly 


Itw 
agame of hi 


repairs 
jeaving @ 
33 laps to © 
only 14 run 
yentful first half 
vee he first major casualty was Alain 


ren, sidelined in a first lap 
a charging Nelson Piquct 
hen the Brazilian stalled 


Prost’s McLa 
tangle with 
This was 
spun and was push-started, sparking a 
post-race controversy ove aM hether he 
should be or indeed had been disqual 
fied that raged on into the next day's 
press reports. As an official FISA 
communique said, however, the car was 
moved because it was in a dangerous 
position, there was no protest within an 
hour of the race finish and therefore no 
question of Piquet’s being disqualified 
Ihe had been, a very hard drive indeed 
would have gone to waste. 

Second of the casualties, again in 
embarrassing fashion, was Satoru 
Nakajima. The little Japanese again 
carried the camera on his Lotus, but on 
lap two he suffered brain fade, braked 
too late, hit Derek Warwick's Arrows 
yery hard, and the world saw him in 
glorious living colour minus the front 
right wheel. Johansson’s McLaren and 
Danner’s Zakspeed bit the dust soon 
after, Martin Brundle then retiring his 
Zakspeed to make it a fruitless trip for 
the Niederzissen team, while two of the 
brightest young stars in the Fl firma 
ment were ploughing a lonely furrow at 
the front, 

On lap one, Gerhard Berger, quick- 
est in Friday's two. practice sessions, had 
blasted his Ferrari past polesitter Mansell 
into the lead, only to lose it almost at 
once to Thierry Boutsen’s Benetton 
Was the Belgian about to notch up that 
long-overdue first win? For 14 laps it 
looked like it as he held off Berger, but 
a ii Misfire started, quickly became 

e ss and Berger was away — or was 
on ee here last year, Gerhard had 
dattie. RAPS to enjoy the prospect of a 
ae » lap 21 his engine had given 
Aiperes Br and with team-mate 
reason th be ready gone for the same 

«2 the Ferrari fans were left still 

iting, 

And so to Mr Mansell. . . into the 
eam cari 

DM ees oc Picuet was 
lowering th 2 re anangry Piquet was 

acy BS astest lap time with some 
field, The z he zoomed through the 
 Cesanig © lumsy departure of Andrea 
the Ree the Brabham on lap 23 let 
1an into a points-scoring 


lead 


SHA SPORTILIVE ACTION 
first time. S 


position for the 

me the Warwick in ident. I 

gto the left on ¢ 

ander on to the straight 

worryingly long time, motic 
pit, before an arm eme 


coc hs 
sigh of relief 


; all preathed 2 
Mansell on pole again, t 
ad of Senn 


4-cat 
patrese Brabham and Piquet 


ptly stormed into the lead 


70 
pid to eat into Mansell’s 45-s¢ 
yantage from part one. For some rc 
Mansell, who could have sat bac 
relaxed, felt compelled to try 10 leac 
part of the race as well, and would 
complain that Piquet had chopped I 
and nearly, as the saying goes, had him 
off However it happened, Williams 
number 5 was lucky not to lose it 
altogether as Piquet stuck to his guns Ber 
whereupon Nigel decided discretion third time 
was the better part of valour and a Mexico last 
procession of sorts developed Senay 
That left us looking for someone Th at ma i 
else to provide the fun, and Piquet's Bee ieee 
compatriot duly obliged. Ayrton Se ae Sa 
likeMansell, had not had ahappy week Tyrrell ae ae 
Retr highspeed crash in between the turbo and He 
Memiigualifying, so he would Panlcricoaaedciaaas 
been pleased with his strong s¢ PES Ris RRSEIPER neta 
Is Beli that next year ¥ 


1987 FIA FORMULA ONE 


WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP z pe = 
: G.BERGER AUT . NSELL GiB 
Official Starting Grid FERRARI 118426 {I CANON WILLIAMS-HONDA 
eae MEXICAN GRAND PRIX 20 ‘LBOUTSEN BEL 1 118.463 6 N-PIQUET BRA 
j 2 : Z 18691 ~(2 ime 
= Somat BENETTON FORD bas CANON WILLIAMS-HONDA 
Mexico 19 LEABL ITA vise gy. cee 


BENETTON FORD 
s ‘ 1'19.099 12 ASENNA BRA 
R.PATRESE ITA 119.889 +4) CAMEL LOTUS HONDA 


BRABHAM BMW 
119.967 27 «6MALBORETO TTA 
FERRARI 


Le . 8 A.DECESARIS ITA 120.141 +5} 
ngth: 4.421 km BRABHAM BMW 
: 17 DWARWICK GBR 


2. 
747 miles 121.664 
18 E.CHEEVER USA 121,705 +6 USE &G. ARROWS MEGATRON 
US.E &G. ARROWS MEGATRON 


P27 9 MBRUNDLE GBR 
WEST ZARSPEED 


24 A.NANNINI ITA 122.035 9 +{7+ 
MINARDI MOTORI MODERNI 


2 2 SJOHANSSON SWE 
214 +8) MARLBORO McLAREN TAG 


& 


11 S.NAKAJIMA _ JPN 
CAMEL LOTUS HONDA 


122.593 10 C.DANNER BRD 


25 RARNOUX FRA 123.053 +9 ‘WEST ZAKSPEED 
LIGIER LOTO MEGATRON 

123.955 23 A CAMPOS SPA 

16 LCAPELLI ITA 124404 = ~{10} MINARDI MOTOR MODERNI 

LEYTON HOUSE MARCH FORD 
124.553 26 PGHINZANI TA 
3 J.PALMER GBR 124723 -{1Tr LIGIER LOTO MEGATRON 
b-d ‘COURTAULDS TYRRELL FORD he 

VAT 29 «Y.DALMAS FRA 

30 PALLIOT FRA 125.090 {12 LARROUSSE LOLA FORD 
LARROUSSE LOLA FORD 

126,305 4 BSTREIFE FRA 

21 ACAFFI ITA 127670 {13+ COURTAULDS TYRRELL FORD 


EVAN OSELLA 
= 128.655 1 REABRE FRA 
ELCHARRO AGS BORD 


+H 


MEXICAN 
GRAND PRIX | 

. ROUND 14 

B. TIME - . ‘ 18/10/87 
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Race Classification after 63 laps = 


TOTAL TIME Kin/h ANT H 
POS, DRIVER A ee iar 1'19.527 ee 
Sn Meneneeee GBR Canon Williams-Honda es 383 192.439 26,176 119.132 37 
2 6 N. Piquet BRA _Canon Williams-Honda eres RE 126.879 ree a T T 
3 7 R. Patrese ITA Brabham BMW ae pecker ee raise v2 ws # 
{ 8 E. Cheever USA US.E & G. Arrows Megatron ikl oe 84.855 2LAPS 120 38 ’ ‘ | 
5 Fs 1 Rabi 1A Benatton Ford re paste ae 3LAPS 124.320 5 vr = os 
6 30 P Alliot FRA Larrousse Lola Ford pte 92.843 3 LAPS 1'24.657 39 | 
¢ ; J. Palmer GBR ——_Courtaulds Tyrrell Ford : = 958 3LAPS 1'26,039 28 
8 AE Steet ren ib peceme ea : 178.837 {LAPS 1'24.405 439 
9 2» ¥, Dalmas FRA Larrouss mena 11512279 190.467 LAPS 120.586 44 
10 12 A. Senna BRA C SNE 2 11540913 178.752 12 LAPS 1'24.274 36 
A SOLE Se Ls Ce eS SLAPS 123.628 49 
12 21 A. Caffi mA pa 184.216 20LAPS 1'23.659 39 
B 6 P.Ghinzani mA Scene : ice nian stiles pasate i 
si a = ea 184 34LAPS ——_1'23,887 19 
ees oa 164 37LAPS "23.124 45 
16 D. Warwick GBR ve Gee ae = 
sl ae scar can 191.2 43LAPS—1'21.520 19 
‘f 5 n 139 48 LAPS 1'22.170 9 
a - . 182.450 5OLAPS 1'24.668 n 
ji oF ae \ fara 184.935 SLAPS 1'23.273 9 
9 ; GBR West Zakspeed 445.665 167.143 GOLAPS-‘1'28.816 
6a fariboro McLaren TM. 43361 153.981  G2LAPS—1°43.361 1 
iT] S, Nakajima I c s Honda 143.533 153.725 62 LAPS 1'43.533 1 
10 C.Danner D> W 144.266 152.644 @2LAPS-—*1°44,266 1 MT World | scum ; “a 
Championship starts its final leg | —“Mtexico is relatively easy on th emances x iwices Jim C | 
TIME: 1'19.132 201.127 km/h at the Autodromo Hermanos | driver because it t ‘ und in t 


Rodrigue: in Mexico, And for Fahesutiitee 

both Camel Team Lotus Honda | ° weeethe Laren = ihe racelancithed he team in Mexico. 
i oll because of the climate a he rac 

drivers — team leader Ayrton Tribu nid s in the al stage 

Senna and J. 's first full time | "ttuce 5 * 18th and climbed to Mexican Results in 

3 Prix driver, Satoru 4 i flag despite a brief s¢ poate at ue 


I recorded his third. 


— = = = Nakajima — the 14th round will | oi... faifoneoban n pirouetted in front of on Senna (Team Lotus) 
Retirements Drivers Constructors be a crucial race. csimated 43,000 crowd h tae Ronen Hl Lites os Hon 
—=— 1 ‘or Sen is another chance Team-mate Satoru will be nuns ; Honda). 
No. Driver Car Reason 1 World World sick wp poine mdcut the 19 point gap | another circuit new to him ur is stl : Lie 
= H rf : + 10 thimpionship leader, Nelson | prepare for a rac € “ 3 Mexico 
12 Sena Lone pin 55 Championship Championship Mists theseie head for climax | by talking to Aveon i : Mansell 70 
16 Capelli arch ngine 5, a —____—___— Adelaide. it ¢ a Alai 4 3, 
f rt vf 1 Pn For Nakajima it v still think 
Ose Engin " : 1 WillansHone B7 Jer Naksiima it will be his last race chance: [also stady How ebare 
ni E ‘4 2 ai oe Or? Hore he appears in his home Grand Tagine 
Campos Minardi Engine 33 2 2 Mc Laren‘Tag pees the Suzuka circuit, 
Keane Mart Ignition 51 3 LotusHon 7 Ol many of his past motor racin; 
17 i arw Accident J Prost 16 7 2% 
ie Cepas Spi loans ~ ——— 
me ney 3 26 5 Benewon Ford MEXico "87 
pore a 4 6 a 18 6 _ Arrows Megatron i 
wsMegatron Se 
vend me 4 7 12 7 Brabham BMW ald cays 
Alboreto Ferrari Engine 3 8 _T Bowser ; a a i 
) Brundle Zakspeed Turbo ‘ 9M Alborag 2 8__ ‘Tyrrell Ford al “ai an 
2 Johansson McLaren Accident 2 10. E ch LJ 9 Lola Ford =a Me Mex: 
1 Nakajima Lotus Accident 2 hoc 8 10 Zakspeed 7 ) 
nner —Zakspeed Accident 2 MH _R. Patrese 6 I teed =a Behind 
1 Prost McLaren Collision 12S, Nakajima % 7 ch Ford ——7 
13 A.De Cesaris ; —__Ligler _—<— 
=~ P. Streiff 4 
15__J. Palmer 
j 
ul D. Warwick 3 
I P. Alliot r 
| 18M, Brundi = 
19 R.Amnoux 


Capel 


THERE IS ONLY 
ONE WAY 
TO WATCH 


GRAND PRIX. . . 


POCKET COLOR TELEVISION 


Outstanding picture quality ina 
pocket TV. You’re up-to-the- 
minute wherever you are. See it as 
it happens - sport, news, 
interviews, special programs. 
Casio’s original Liquid Crystal 
technology makes possible 
a totally new High Quality Matrix 
system to bring you outstanding 
image reproduction. 
Available in black & white 
(TV 200) or colour (TV 400). 
The very latest technology. 
Trust Casio to make it affordable. 


You’ ve got to have one! 


CASIO 


Distributed and Warranted by 
Mobex Pty, Ltd. 
Sydney (02) 406 6277 
Melbourne (03) 579 0888 
Launceston (003) 31 5588 
Townsville (077) 75 6299 
Adelaide (08) 212 7455 
Brisbane (07) 252 1299 
Perth (09) 470 3222 


The question is easy. 
Send the answer to 
Prix Editions — 


The Question: What 
driver, because of an 
accident in Japan, 

did not race in the 
Australian Grand Prix? 


Competition closes 
December 31st 1987. 


Don’t forget to include 
your name and address 
with your entry. 


We have 3 TV 


SENDTO: PRIXEDI 


a 
to give away 
© Sate 505 


n Capelli has a pair of Nelson 
race overalls. They'rea souvenir 
days when Ivan was ashy Biter 


second-hand racing gear, Ivan's father, 
Graziano, also gave his son a loye of 
Formula One. His connection with 
Parmalat had encouraged his own 
enthusiasm for the sport 
and he took Ivantosee his 


ADDUVAS HL 


Emerson Fittapaldi, and 
from then on Ivan was hooked. Lauda is 
still his all-time favourite driver (and still 
‘Parmalat!). 


“Nicknamed ‘Dustin’ 
by Ken Tyrrell atthe | 


Australian Grand Prix.” 


And probably, if Graziano Capelli 
had been in any other line of work, that’s 
exactly what Ivan would have been. 

A true Milanese, he was born in the 
northern Italian city on May 24, 1963 
and had a traditional Catholic education. 
He has a sister, Irene, 18, who teaches 
modern dance and all his family are 
interested in and follow his career, 
although he doubts whether his mother 
is much of an enthusiast. 


n production company 
hile, everything from 


He returns to Milan at}... 
each season and enjoys sq. ‘ id 
friends, working out regular}, i Oh 
gymand doing daily jogging i \..\ "s 
He has no particular health Prohh 
although he suffers from loc. 
pain, a legacy from the first Aus,” 
Grand Prix when the seat in his ve 
car cracked and he had to finish tye 
using the strength of his arms to 51), 
his back and spine. PPon 

After that particular drive, wh 
finished a fantastic fourth in what 
only his second Grand Prix, yan hag 
season in Formula 3000 with the ea 
Racing Team, finishing the year ay y,,., 
Champion. In terms of prestige jr a _ 
great result. In terms of financial Teway) 

or as an automatic aE 
to Formula 1, not so grea 
____ The Formula 30¢j 
isnota Tich championship 
nor does it necessarij, 
guarantee a place in j 
Without the sponsorship of Leyton Hous. 
Thad no chance at all of getting a se 
even though I had won. But that’s juy 
the reality of life in Fl. Even if you ax 
good, you need big sponsorship mone 
behind you. There are only about; 
dozen — maybe fifteen — drivers who at 
rich, the others are struggling and 
putting money back into their racing”, 

Tt was Ivan’s Genoa Racing Tean 
Manager, Cesare Gariboldi, who secured 
him the Leyton House sponsorship lat 
year that got him a seat with the March 
Fi team in 1987. Cesare is with him now 
asa close friend and personal managet 
He believes that Ivan is a “natura” 
driver and agrees with Murray Walkers 
assessment (and others) that Ivan willbe 
One of the drivers to watch over the nest 
few years. 

“T think it will only take abou! 
two years before Ivan starts show! 
championship results. He has tht 
things going for him: he is very fast, be 
is intelligent and he has a great workitt 
telationship with his team mechanics 
The latter is something ab0" 
which lyan feels strongly. yi 
“My point of view is probi! 
different from a lot of other driv" 
because my first priority within a cea 
that I really want to feel like on¢ a 
family, This is the most important thi : 
forme, And that is why Iam ve! tp 
With March and would like to SY") 
them. It is great to have fun with 
Mechanics, to have sucha strong 
ip — almost a brotherly relatio™ |. 

Tthink that at least 50% "ye 
Work is done by the mechanic ‘i¢ 
half is done by the driver 4° yc 
better the relationship you ha 4) 

it is for results, We have # 
ture of nationalities within the 


a 


TC he 
Wa 


use U f 
aeable progress this year, despite a 


ane shortage for most of the 
serious page tas eile testing almost 
season ible. Ivan’s best result was 6th at 
impos an important one for the team 
Monat Pas abig thrill forme to place at 
use to get in the points meant 
wae travel penses were refunded 
Pe fe non-European GPs. It paid for us 
reel to Mexico, Japan and Australia 
A that meant that all the money we 
would have spent on travel can now go 
next year's testing programme”. 
Apart from that, it has beena learning 
year for March. “We have gained so much 
e this year, it hasbeen good for 
everyone. Ican really notice the difference 
between now and the first race. We started 
offthe season knowing that it was impos- 
sible for us to have an casy year — the 
atmospheric engine is just ridiculous in 
comparison with the turbos. But it’s been 
agood year of preparation for 1988". 
Harvey Spencer, the March Crew 
Chief, also describes Ivan asa ‘‘natural”’ 
driver with loads of ability, and very fast 
on the track. He says he looks after the 
car well and is particularly good at 
feeding back to the engineers exactly 
how the car has handled so they in turn 
can make the car easier to drive. “He's a 
very nice guy’, says Harvey, ‘‘and he gets 
on well with all of us. He’s got a good 
sense of humour and most of the guys 
here have, too. So we're a good match!”” 
; Although he is perfectly happy 
with March and is not actively looking 
for another drive, Ivan admits that it’s a 
dlifficultbusiness moving up the Fl ladder. 
; It is so difficult to find a good 
f ue ina team, Often they are looking 
Pan a money from the driver 
be is difficult to find. Then there 
all sorts of political reasons behind a 
Ve as well. No, there are not many 
Lae there are maybe 5 drivers — 
aie quet, Senna, Mansell, Alboreto 
ey Playing for the “‘big”’ seats, 
the len these 5 haye found their seats 
canmone Season then all the rest of us 
ligeey inand fight for the remainder, 
ae chairs!”’ he laughs. 
M: ae ey a member of the 
tld Championship ‘Team 
alae ag been since 1984, in Bites Form- 
Patticularscte in two minds about the 
rt vantage of this relationship. 
n hen I joined three years ago | 
fae there were too many drivers 
Dei it particularly profit- 
Whar now, in Fl, there are — 


ved ee oe All the money I have 
the Marlboro sponsorship 


consi 


into 


experienc 


a 


this year I have given to March for the 
team budget. That's part of my personal 
contract with March. Drivers further up 
the ladder probably keep theirs. What 
else does it mean to belong to the team? 
It means doing a lot of promotional work 
and attending all their press conferences 
at GPs! A lot of work andsometimes alot 
of problems, especially when they hold 
them after Friday testing. Normally we 
are all staying in different hotels scattered 
around a city and you have to get to 
wherever they have scheduled the press 
conference. Mexico City was a nightmare 
—ittook me one and a half hoursina taxi 
to get there and when | finally did, the 
conference was over!"” 

He knows that as an Fl Grand Prix 
driver he gets more female attention 
than he would as a Milanese business- 
man, but he is not the sort of person to 
let it turn his head or distract him from: 
the job at hand 

“‘[ really ignore all that during a GP 
weekend because I am there to work, 
notto have fun or fool around. There are 
13 people who are relying on me to do 
the best job I can and I haye to concen 
trate on that”. 

Another contributing factor to this 
commendable dedication is his girl- 
friend, Paola, who lives in Rome. 

“When I first met her she knew 
nothing about Fl and that was nice, you 
know, because I knew she was not keen 
‘on me just because I was Ivan Capelli, 
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Grand Prix driver Hoveher 
a and I’m very faithful — 
ae teal 
: : No plans to get married 
yet, I think I am too young, 29 
would be about therightage? yo” 
a out the right age. 
Mariage is something he has 
Obviously given some thought to and 
the high attrition rate among the GP 
circus B a bit of a worry, 
It is very, ve 
siolinapiee = eet ee 
dee ryone, not just 
rs. There is a lot of divorce 
among the mechanics, too, because for 
at least 8 months of the year we are 
travelling the world. But for that very 
reason it is good to have amarriage ora 
steady girlfriend to givesomecontinuity 
to your life, to have one good stable 
relationship. The biggest problem we all 
have is to find a nice woman who can 
understand the kind of life we lead and 
put up witht, and that is very difficult’ 
Next year Ivan intends to start 
building his own house just outside 
Milan, in the countryside near Cusago. 
“Thave designed it mys 
have everything I have always wanted — 
lots of space, agymnasium, asaunaanda 
special room where I can display all my 
trophies. I have 138 of them and they are 
all packed away in boxes back home in 
Milan because my mother absolutely 
refuses to clean them all!’ 
Inaninterview and chat lasting some 
ninety minutes, and over a Jong, leisurely 
Italian meal the next day, this is the only 
reference [van Capelli has made to his suc- 
cess. He has blushed at compliments and 
brushed them aside. He has to be prompted 
to talk about his Championship last year. 
“self-effacing” has to be the word 
Success has.a way of changing people 
and there are Formula One drivers at ornear 
the top now who are not quite as, approach- 
able and charming as they once were 
But Ivan seems to have his feet firmly 
planted on the ground and a goc od grasp 
of the realities of his chosen career. When 
we are talking about the resurgence of 
Ferrari, he makes a telling remark 
“Like all Italian drivers, [would like 
to drive for Ferrari one day. The thing is. 
I hope to get the chance later in my 
career when I am older and wiser and 
more able to cope with all the political 
goings-on at Ferrari and the ines 
pressure their driversget from th # te re 
press. This isthe big problem with Ae 
a Ferrari driver. Idon'tknow how Michel le 
‘Alboreto has managed it for five years 
and he still stays calm and sane and = 
such a really nice person. T would hope 
to be like that” 
I'd say that Ivan 
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¢ tyre wall into the air; and 
x off what harm hasbeen done t 


po KAOWS fighting spirit? Onl 
it, and next season 


yn Piquet, almost b 
jd Champion like Stewar' 
q third time. The Brazi 
ear 


1. is Wor! 


for 
nd Lauda, Bf three races this y 


n, winne' defended himself stror 
celebratory press conference 
in Ms asistency and carefulavoidanc 
ing asthe secrets Of his 1987 succ 
ris py allegations that Mansell 
stung PY y, Nelson was to 
agence jefthim cruising, Nelso 

ave a ding-dong battle with Ayrton 
: a's Lotus in mid-race, until his 
sco Honda engine cried ‘enough 

F Here comes the second big 
yestion-mark from Japan Would 
Gasell have given Honda the triumph 
hey SO desperately sought in Honda 
and? The local supplier had a relatively 
unhappy weekend: Piquet’s triumph 
balanced by Mansell’s disaster, and the 
three Honda-powered cars left in the 
rice outclassed by the joyously restored 
fernri of Gerhard Berger. Could Nigel 
haye spoiled the Austrian’s run to his 
second Grand Prix success? 

The 28-year-old Berger set recent 
disappointments in Portugal and 
Mexico aside, grabbed pole position for 
the second time in his 51-race career, 
flew off the grid into an unassailable lead 
and retained it through a superb 6.97 
second pit stop, to give Maranello its first 
victory since Germany in 1985. When 
Ferrari decide whether to go with 
FE -bar puchos or naturally-aspirated 
: ass Next year, we can all look 
ae peering the scarlet cars in 
Nica peor again. Michele 
ties an recovered from a 

Stall to blast his way through to 


fourth lac 
wenn Another question, then 


vtansell 


Bea tans gone, the man most 
ld inane and dictate the race 
niggling seas een Alain Prost. But a 
when he Ea continued for Prost 
McLaren's ay Pit on lap two after his 
2 fear tyre deflated. Like 
lad a tyre changed after the 
Prost had suffered a cut in 
gad after touring round 
filllace Of a lap was relegated 
‘ lazed th in adversity as always, 
Ding himseip ewOUsH the field, unlap- 
Histest race 1g 2 WENE and setting the 
Ph, on POF 143.844, almost 127 


NM the 35 
Seventh aaa 35th of 51 racing laps. 
of: 


likel 


‘last, B, 
Prost 


Uive a eh, Was scant reward for the 

4, AS Ber aPion. What if ? 

aad P Ost ye eceded into the distance 

te chasing »» the Pits, the leader of 

Netto, ead Was Boutsen in his 
It yet again, fortune would 


DAVE KENNARD 


DAVE KENNARP 


Thierry: by lap 12 

Belgian, followed 

op nia ae 1  pard-charging Johansson 

se iquet anc * a4 

py Pid had awinne ands 
rhierry, whose hope 


ght 
howe” etten T 
iis car's clutch, leaving 
ith ? 4 
a fifth spot — more than Tec 
Jam jenultimate race for the 
id do as his engine died with 
n a 


» Alas, poor Boutsen 
gone 
aps 80° 


Ore 


hat na and Piquet meanwhile 
ying a private South American 
avin# ‘ping one of the things he is 
jeud, Senne the door as Nelson tried 
ie air wheel through it. The 
alg ae on, the less likely it was 
: Peould prevail, and when his 
loped a terminal leal 
han-glorious climax to his 


were hi 


in vain | 
Jonge fi 
that Piquet 
engine devel 
pee Ce hip was over. 
third World C hampionship was Ov ie) 
Se om then on, with the Ferrari 
aoe out of sight, the man to watc h 
etyohansson. Yet another question 
rvean a driver of this calibre be with 
outa Grand Prix scat for next season? 
sgoressive from a lowly start, the Swede 
aefirst to pit on lap 20. A 7.98 second 
sop did his chances no harm at all, and 
forabrief few laps in mid-race it looked 
sf Berger might be caught, with the gap 
dosing to just two seconds at one point 
But Berger had it all under control 
his own stop on lap 28 was a superb 


ace as ful boost 
Sixth, and second « I 

brigade, was Satoru Nakajima I 
second Lotus — but only courtesy of 
Eddie Cheever’s Arrows, which over 
hauled the local hero with three laps 
left, only to run out of fuel. In the land 
where face must be saved, Nakajima’s 
point must have come as a great relief to 
himself and the men who ma is 


engines. 

Elsewhere, Rene Arnoux was 
carving his usual swathe among thc 
midfield men. At the start, the intrepid 
Ligier driver helped Philippe Alliot's 
Lola into the wall, and at one-third 
distance he ended Ivan Capelli’s hopes 
of taking the non-turbo honours as the 
March went missing. Poetic justice 
then, that Arnoux succumbed as his 
tanks ran dry 

Capelli gone, Jonathon Palmer 
came home eighth overall, to add the 
Jim Clark Trophy to the Colin Chapman 


to Moreno. Forgetti 
Ppointment of not qualifying for 
intil his retirement on | 
siven all the help he deserve fi 
power stakes. Iror ahaa 
quickest Phadavie daar 
practice, should have ae 
tribute to the new track e fated t 
be the ‘nearly’ man? More gracious ir 
those cruel circumstances than he was ir 
Mexican victory, Nigel is entitled to fe 
the sun will rise again on his hopes of 
taking his sport's ult ate honour 
Recent tests have hel Lanes 
for the Judd engine that will p. ext 


year's Williams, W 
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CAR 
NO. DRIVER Nal ! 
AUT Ferrari i 
BRA Camel LotusHonda ee 17.694 


33'15.766 
SWE Bu 190.105 ‘20.441 
189.933 25.576 
189.568 36.479 
199.019 1LAP ‘sy am really looking fc 


ka 

5a ing at , 
Bedi! oe is ra ‘Team Lotus Honda 
13357583 187.070 1LAP ame yg driver Satoru 
337) 185.598 1LAP ‘ieajima. “At last 1 am 


B, Cheever 1 : 
US.F.& G. Arrows Megatron = » < . . z a 
D, Warwick GBR ee 1:52'03.706 187.108 2 LAPS i racing on a circuit I know 
Brabham BM 


R. Patrese 1A : ; 13324919 184.397 babies well.” Formula 2 
Paci FRA Courtaulds Tyrre cil 184.686 3 LAPS , “] have fap ae ab 2 ‘eae at bi os 
Ks oe aie 1 i ) onships a d_| only two overtaking 

» Ghinzani Lone See 177.850 i LAPS Coa 20 races,” he added the pitst 
Y. Dalmas FR oe ‘ 190.833 5 LAPS. , “And although it eae first | piece of 
Rit BRA a Will nda ns y Grand Prix for 10 year: “Suzuka isa great circuit t 
\. Piquet asi 3 Japanese 

qu 3 370 183.399 LAPS a country still hols Pas ectul 


wea fie ; 23°04.922 181.943 SLAPS , for both Team Lotus 


922 ; memo 
A. Caffi 608 170.839 13 LAPS and number one driver Ayrton 
R. Moreno = o Ls 
Nannini Minardi Mote n oy Bree: bide : sy Ayrton has raced in Japan once sugh the bends 
ore 1:00°48.182 185.012 19 LAPS: k 8 — at Fuji Speedway — in a kart 
19'09.256 185.946 25 LAPS \ % and finished fourth. Whil: on x ic hampions points. 
3 Pee . i Lotus return to memories o} id be match 
29°56.08 187.901 35 LAPS 149.170 Wanomendreltits victory from | fourth ‘ erstone, 
Danner D fizaliaen 24°51.203 183.879 38 LAPS 152,813 pole in 1976. perhaps even k 
: ae ‘ The present Camel Team Lotus «0; h 
9 83.29 38LAPS 152, a Partials 
10 183.294 f i) Honda ha strong all round | enjoyed thisse 
performance to match because the | countries but th 
team’s second driver, then | close to matching the pleasure I 
: Gunnar Nilsson, finished in the | iil 
143.844 203.16kev/h points too: he was sixth. own count 
The following year Andretti | a lot o ure on me tc 
started on pole but victory went to | well,"” 
Jamey Hunt in a McLaren. 
A 24 yearold Formula Three 
—— = driver watched that race. His | 
Diwers , name was Satoru Naka Now | 
f° foru Nakajima. 
ivers Constructors he has six world championship 


World World oints to his credit with a sixth, 


fifth and fourth at San Marino, 
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Another brilliant Brazilian made his 
appearance at the Australian Grand Prix 
when 28-year-old Roberto Moreno 
replaced Pascal Fabre to drive car no, 14, 
the AGS JH 22 entered by the El Charro 
Team 

Moreno had his first F1 race in the 
Japanese Grand Prix, He qualified last 
and failed to finish the race, but 
impressed everybody with his g0-for- 
broke dash from the back of the Brid, 
Passing six cars before the first corner, : 

Probably nobody expected him to. 

do particularly brillianuy in the 
Australian Grand Prix, given the car and 
the circuit, but this is a race which 
always throws upa few Surprises, among. 
them the disqualification of Senna's 
Lotus which allowed Roberto tosqueeze 
into the points with a fine sixth place 
and a brighter financial future in 1939 
for the AGS Team. 

He had high hopes himse! 
finishing well, because after two oe a 
practice on the Adelaide circuit he was 
fulsome in his praise, claiming it suited 
him and his car particularly well, 

“It is a fantastic circuit, feally 
beautiful! I think it is probably the hey 
circuit in the world —at least for me itis, 
1 used to think that the best was = 

‘Toronto ~ that’s an Indy car circuit thar 


not many FI drivers would be familiar 
wine but Adelaide has beaten it in a big 
way!” 


Roberto has, in fact, won thre 
Australian Grands Prix ~in 1981, °83 andi 
'B4, before it was Sats 
status — and recent 
Impressive testing for the Willi 
atthe Osterreichri en 


» When he mana, 
{0 beat Piquet’s fastest ti ged 
time si i 
the Austrian Grand Prix. ct during 


TOME... » 


Like his fellow 


Roberto's carly j countrymen, 

4 i ii . 

things mech, Y interest in and 
in 


motorbikes because he had bee 
mechanic, too. Before I left for Engl 
he gave me a lot of useful informatio 
explaining to me exactly how the who 
scene worked, headed me in the 
direction. He probably dida't «ll a 
everything he knows, but it was 0g 
to help me then! He even four : 
sponsor for my first Formula Ford Be 
in England and introduced me ° g ‘ 
Siddle, who brought me to AUN 
Greg got a car for me, found m¢ fi 
where to live and, from then 0M. 
Over from Nelson and helped ™ in 
first year in England” 

Nelson is still a close 
Roberto is not looking to hi” 
further help. 

“T'm on my own n0 
have to rely on Nelson for 
says. “At the same time, 1 KO". 4 
tomorrow I had no money 
foof over my head, for su env 
Bive mea bed! Nelson pushed Vr 
forme at the beginning of ™ sae ant 
then he was smart enough © 7 sl! 
alone and that gave m¢ # 2 
Confidence. Anything | 4° 
through my own efforts for 


some 


friend. ™ 
for # 


if 
dol 
wy de 


anything 
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and the weather 
; pecause of the 
If full time 


e food 
with it t 


fant Year ie doesn't produce the 

thous os that countries such as 
numbe! tite do, they tend to throw 
I poo orld champions every few 
up potenti perto has a theory about this. 
years and Ro! wwe decide to take up racing, 
when we have to leave Brazil 
Bee ything and everybody 
and le as 


sm 
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behind, Anc 
we vi 1 


exactly a 


time 


ag: 


ne ba 


So we work 
goal. Whereas the Fren 

English, they have their homes a 
families close by; when the 1 
problem they can go back and ta 
over with their families. When I have 
problem I have to sit down and work it 
out for myself. So that’s the difference 
think. We Brazilians are all very 
determined about what we want 
achieve and we usually get it! 
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qualifying session he im 
§ performance and recorded 
test time of 1:21. Despite 
§ track being very oily and 
ontinued to improve his times, 
014, and winning an ever 
on on the eighth row 

ling race conditions 

eight cars make it to the 

d driving a car which his 
yreement the most difficl 
to cope with, Stefano made 
h before retiring Wi" 
on lap 51. 7 
ix star of the preset 
commentator Mur 


3 Jy enthusias™ 
t of early edi 
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Ruth 5 ; 
th Starke interviews the Data General Tyrrell driver 
at the Australian Grand Prix 


"thas be, 


Philipp “en a hot day on the track, this second day of qualifying, 
of bh ee just put his car 18th on the grid, one placing 
RUT. cE Matched jan mate Jonathon Palmer. It shows how evenly the two 
ae TARE ‘Jonatha, 2 terms of both machinery and ability, because Philippe 
" me MDionsha S closest rival for the Jim Clark Cup, the Formula One 
is six aa for the normally-aspirated cars, this year. Jonathon's 
Conds mada seconds and two thirds; Philippe’s is four wins, 

E thi 
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te inthe 
both of the 

Well 
came sect 
could have 
team if the 
with on 2 laps & 
misunderstand: 
board and the 
driver following m™ 
Jacques w 
he id a 
didn't pass 
catch me 
Jacques did 
he braked ver 
expecting 
of his car. Yes. 
butafter wet 
had happenec 
We all hi 
night ani 
He was a good team-mate 
soexperienced.and I was 
I was lucky to be with 
season 

The 1987 sea 1 has seen two 
major shunts for Philippe, the first at Spa 
in May which involved both Tyrrells and 
halted the race. Philippe climbed from 
the appalling wreckage, returned to the 
pits and shortly afterwards resumed the 
race in the spare car. The reason he 
survived, he thinks, is probably because 
of the unique carbon fibre structure of 
the Tyrrell cars, but he did suffer a 
painful cracked rib. 

Then the next race in Mo 
had abrake failure and another big shunt 

two in a re May was not a lucky 

month for me! When the doctors came 
to examine me after the ¢ rash they were 
very surprised to see already a big 


bandage around my ribs. And here 
I was again, just 2 weeks later, 
another cracked rib and another 
big bandage! But of course I keep 
‘on driving — this comes with the 
job." 

He laughs so much at this that 
one would think that surviving 
shunts and driving Fl cars at 150 
km/h with cracked ribs was one of 
the more amusing parts of the 
profession. But Philippe Streiff is 
like that. He’s not a complainer 
and he doesn’t make excuses. His 
sponsors and mechanics say he is 
“one of the nicest people you'd 
ever want to meet”. I can't even 
tease an admission out of him that 
he is the teeniest bit jealous that 
his team-mate has snatched the 
Championship from him this year. 

“No, no, there can only be 
one winner and I was really not in 
good condition this year to do my 
best in many races. Before Japan 
we were very close, sure, but I was 
nearly 2 seconds slower than 
Jonathon so there was no question of a 
battle for the race. I am happy for him 
and a little bit unhappy for me!"” 

‘We are having this charina portable 
shed at the back of the Tyrrell pits because 
it is the only place around that provides 
a minimum of quiet. The outside temp- 
erature is about 30°; inside this tin shed 
it is about ten degrees hotter still (“But 
this is nothing compared to Rio!” Philippe 
assures me.) We are perched on a mech- 
anic’s bench which has been spread 
with one of Philippe's T-shirts. His 
stained and sweat-soaked racing suit 
hangs on a wall in front of us and his 
3-year-old son, Romain, sits on a pile of 
tyres, chewing on a set of headphones. 

Back home, being looked after by 
two doting grandmothers, is a new baby 
boy and Renee Streiff, who has just 
joined us, tells me that being married toa 
Formula | driver poses its domestic 
problems, 

“They are never at home when you 
want them and if you haye children you 
hhayeto decide where tobe, withthemor 
with him. You can't be both places. I 
usually travel with Philippe and that 
means our children stay at home and we 
miss them a lot. Romain is with us here 
in Australia because it is the last race of 
the season and we take our holidays"! 

‘The family live in Neuilly, a suburb 
of Paris, but in January are moving to 
Switzerland. Philippe thinks it will be 
better for his taxes, but also a better place 
to bring up their sons. He was born in 
Grenoble and they will be living just 50 
kilometres across the border and in 
close contact with all his family who still 
reside in Grenoble. 


“ft was nice to live in Paris and 
certainly it was necessary to be there at 
the beginning of my career, but now itis 
not so important and I would rather 
have somewhere to relax in between 
Grands Prix, so that is why we are 
moving to the Swiss countryside” 
When I ask Renee how she and 
Philippe met, the question is met witha 
burst of laughter and then the 
“I met him 10 years ago. | was a 
radio journalist and Philippe won the 
final of the Jean-Pierre Beltoise award at 
the Ledendon racing school. [had been 
working on a story about young French 
Sportsmen and women and I went to 
this racing track, Nogaro, in the south- 
bee and rang Philippe and 
fee ne oe ee we an 
By this Renee | = 
much] dont She eadad 
hate is More to the story than she is 
telling me or whether she is drawing 


een in her mind, I enquire 


Parallels 
whether their first 


first sight. More reread Was love at 


and 
and wellsuited, aj ne oovously 
assures although Rene 
‘me that, contrary to the widely 
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held belief, all Fren 
romantic at all, bu; 
husband and a ver Ri 
He's a quiet mar 
introverted. Maybe 
but sometimes that 
of the language prot 
tobeinan English « 
difficult because of thy 
but we are both impro, 
Language barriers ma, 


times prove a slight prob m 
not jealousy. “No, | think 
really not possible to be the wg 


adriverand to be jealous. It wy, 
drive you crazy to be like thar 

But it’s not so easy to dism 
feelings of fear and Renee confes, 
to being “‘very afraid’ a. “ 
watched Philippe come to grie + 
Spa and Monaco. ba 

“The worst part of any mg 
for me is the start. I hate to wate) 
then because they are driving 
full tanks and if anything h: 
it will be very dangerous. After ; 
few laps Ican relax a bit, but atthe 
Start, no, | am very nervous and tense 
Watch me tomorrow, you will sce me 
with my fingers like this!” and she holds 
them up, crossed. 

Philippe has missed all this convers 
ation which is probably a good thing, 
given thathe will be lining up on thegrid 
with a full tank in less than 24 hous 
time, so when he rejoins us I ask him 
whether he thinks the French racing 
schools help foster an interest in motor 
racing and contribute to the number of 
French drivers currently in the different 
formulae. 

“Well, it certainly helps us. It is4 
very good training ground to have these 
schools which are run with the help 
big sponsors such as Elf, Marlboro and 
Gitane. If you win their championships 
itis an even bigger help because that can 
get you into Formula 1. In my case the 
prize was a racing car which helped" 
into Formula Renault and then Formu 
3in 1979, That was the year Alain Pro 
won ~I came second” 

When Alain won his first ds 
World Championship he was quo" 
saying that it was not a French vic", 
was a Prost victory, and claimed not 
be particularly patriotic 0 10 

When | pose the questl0 ion 
Philippe he answers without hesita ef 

“Patriotic? Of course! Loe sbi 
helmet! But if 1 won the ChamP!° oc 
TwWould see it first as a win for St io 
The, because I had done all the CH 
Win, but of course | would De PAPE in 
France too — [havea lot of supp?" 
France —but first for me! ys, tne 

"Given the racing SCh0? sity of 
Ficing tradition and the vsil#" 


NOLOV 


Formula 


ei 


fro 


sponsorship money in France, why 
Vompared with 9 Italians, for exam 
and France waited a long time 
produce Alain Prost. (Indeed, Presid 
Pr RISA, Jean-Marie Balestre 
reported as saying after the Japanes 
Grand Prix that he was concerned at 
number of Italians in the ranks of the 
drivers, though what he can do to red 
their numbers is something of a puzzle 


stmore French drivers? There are 
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